Children and adolescents have among the highest rates of conventional crime victimization and, in addition, suffer from some crimes -like sexual abuse and family abduction --specific to childhood. Despite enormous publicity about crime and youth, however, this high vulnerability is seldom mentioned. These facts and statistics about crimes against children are compiled from a variety of sources. 
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Homicide is one of the five leading causes of juvenile mortality.
Leading Causes of Death

Causes of Death in Rank
Order Juvenile homicide rates are substantially higher for African American and Hispanic American youth. Large cities have levels that greatly exceed those of rural areas. Washington DC, has 9 times more child murders than the national average. Teenagers, children in middle childhood, and young children face different homicide perils.
The homicides of teens (12-17 years) mostly involve male victims and male offenders, many of whom are other youths or young adults, using firearms. The homicide risk for middle childhood (6-11 years) is very low compared to that of teenagers or young children. The homicides of young children (0-5 years) are committed largely by family members using beatings and suffocation and victimize boys and girls about equally. A large portion of offenders are female. 
Sexual Assault
Youths have higher rates of sexual assault victimization than adults.
In 1996, the sexual assault victimization rate for youths under 18 was 2.7 times (or 170%) higher than for adults, or 3.2 per 1,000, compared to an adult rate of 1.2 per 1,000, according to the National Crime Victimization Survey.
A majority of sexual assaults reported to the police occur to juveniles.
In 1995, 70% of forcible sex offenses and 95% of non-forcible sex offenses occurred against persons ages 0 through 17.
1995 National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) data analysis, CCRC, 1998. According to a self-report study, 51% of lifetime rapes occur prior to age 18, and 29% prior to age 12.
Kilpatrick, D.C., Edmunds, C., Seymour, A. 1992 . "Rape in America: A Report to the Nation" from "The National Women' U.S. Department of Justice. 1997 . Criminal Victimization 1996 : Changes 1995 -1996 with Trends 1993 -1996 http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/cv96.htm
Self-report studies suggest 20% of adult females and 5 to 10% of adult males recall a childhood sexual assault or sexual abuse incident. 
Non-Family Abduction
Stereotypical stranger abductions of children are rare.
In 1988, the estimated number of stranger abductions* was 200 to 300, according to the first National Incidence Study of Missing, Abducted, Runaway and Thrownaway Children (NISMART). (A new estimate is due in 2000).
Abductions are considered "stereotypical" when the perpetrator is a stranger and any one of the following occurs: 1) the child is gone overnight; 2) the child is killed; 3) the child is transported a distance of 50 miles or more; 4) the child is ransomed; or 5) the perpetrator evidences intent to keep the child permanently.
Thousands of other short-term abductions occur to children mostly in the course of sexual assaults and other crimes. In 1988, the number of these short-term abductions known to police was estimated at 3,200 to 4,600. More than two thirds of these abductions occurred during sexual assaults.
Teenage girls are the group at greatest risk for non-family abduction.
In 1988, three quarters or more of abduction victims were female, and 51% were adolescents, ages 12 through 17. 
Assault
Juveniles are substantially more likely than adults to be assaulted.
The assault rate for youth 12 through 17 is 2.8 times (or 176%) greater than for adults, or 80 per 1,000 versus 29 per 1,000, according to the National Crime Victimization Survey for 1996.
U.S. Department of Justice. 1997 . Criminal Victimization 1996 : Changes 1995 -1996 with Trends 1993 -1996 http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/cv96.htm
Other self-report surveys suggest the actual assault rate for youth is higher than estimates from the National Crime Victimization Survey. Annual estimates for youth assault victimization from other surveys are as follows:
Study % Assaulted in Previous Year
National Crime Victimization Survey 8.0%
Monitoring 
Robbery and Theft [Property Crime]
Youth are substantially more likely to be robbed or have property stolen than adults.
For 1996/1997, robbery rates were 9 per 1,000 for juveniles and 4 per 1,000 for adults, according to the National Crime Victimization Survey. For the same period, larceny (theft) rates were 151 per 1,000 for juveniles and 97 per 1,000 for adults.
School is the most common location for juvenile property victimizations.
In 1996/1997, 54% of juvenile property victimizations happened at or on the way to and from school. The next most risky place was a juvenile's home, which saw only 12% of property victimizations. 
Child Sexual Abuse
Approximately 101,000 cases of child sexual abuse were substantiated in 1998.
Child sexual abuse constituted about 10% of all child maltreatment cases substantiated.
Child sexual abuse substantiations have declined in recent years.
In 1986, child sexual abuse cases were 16% of all reported cases. In 1998, child sexual abuse cases were 10% of all reported cases. 
Family Abduction
Little current data is available on family abduction.
For 1988, the National Incidence Study of Missing, Abducted, Runaway, and Thrownaway Children (NISMART), estimated that 354,000 children had experienced some level of family abduction, including many very short-term violations of custody rights, and 163,000 children were abducted in http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/factsheet.html more serious episodes that involved concealment, interstate flight or an intent to keep a child permanently.
The NISMART report estimated that 1% to 3% of children of recently divorced parents experience family abductions involving concealment, interstate flight or an intent to keep the child permanently. New data on family abduction are due in the year 2000 from the second NISMART survey.
Exposure to Domestic Violence
Many children witness violence in their homes. Seven percent of children ages 10 through 16 answer "yes" to the question, "Have you ever seen any of the adults in your household hit each other?" 
School Assaults
A majority of violent victimizations to juveniles occur outside of school, while a majority of thefts occur in school.
In 1997, students ages 12 through 18 were victims of approximately 202,000 non-fatal serious violent crimes (sexual assault, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault) at school and 636,000 incidents out of school.
In-School Compared to Out-of-School Victimizations, 1997
Type In-school homicides are rare.
In the 1997-1998 school year, there were 58 violent deaths in schools and on school grounds in the United States. (This figure includes deaths of adults, homicides by adults and suicides of both youth and adults.)
1999 Annual Report on School Safety. U.S. Department of Education and Justice.
Between 1992 and 1994, the rate of violent deaths in schools was .09 per 100,000 students, including suicides. The out-of-school homicide rate in 1995 was 3.8 per 100,000 juveniles, or about 40 times the in-school rate for violent deaths. Ninety percent of over 1200 public school principals in a national sample reported no incidents of serious violent crime (murder, suicide, rape or sexual battery, robbery or physical attack with a weapon) during the 1996-1997 school year.
Eighty percent of the principals reported five or fewer crimes of any kind, including petty crimes, during the 1996-1997 school year.
The overall rate of serious violent crimes in school was 50 per 100,000 students, during the 1996-1997 school year. There has been little change in school victimization rates.
An annual nationwide survey of 12 through 19 year old students found only a .1 % (from 14.5% to 14.6%) change in victimization rates in school from 1989 to 1995. (In this survey victimization included physical assault, robbery and theft.)
Victimization rates for high school seniors changed little between 1976 and 1996.
The most common type of victimization at school reported by high school seniors in both 1976 and 1996 was having something stolen. However, fear of victimization in school has increased.
In 1989, 6% of middle and high school students reported they feared being attacked or harmed in school. This rose to 9% in 1995.
In 1989, 5% of middle and high school students said they avoided places at school for fear of their own safety. This rose to 9% in 1995.
